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The modern talismans are not so curious as the
ancient, and we may know them by the characters,
which are purely Arabic, Turkish, or of other Ori-
ental tongues. The principal authors that have
treated on this subject in the latter ages, are Ca-
milli Leonardi, who has writ the Mirror of Stones.
Geber, Bacon, and Paracelsus, who have treated of
astrological magic, and of the sympathy of stones,
metals, and planets. Gaffarel has composed a book
on this subject; entitled, Unheard-of Curiosities.
And Agrippa has treated of it in his Occult Philo-
sophy. Gregory of Tours relateth, that the city of
Paris had been built under a constellation, which
preserved it from conflagration, serpents, and mice;
and that a little before the fire that happened in the
year 588, they had found, in raking up an arch of
a bridge, the two talismans, preservers of that city,
which were a serpent and a mouse of brass. Some
have derived the Arabic name talisman from the
Greek <rvvrfyy<ri& which signifies preservation. We
will not spend time to show the vanity of the talis-
mans, for we live in an age that is not much ad-
dicted to such superstitions.

But these things went but a little way, compared
to what followed; for now the pagan worship de-
clining, the world began to see with other eyes;
the Devil lost ground everywhere, and the Christian
religion spread itself insensibly, and in a surprising
manner, especially over all the eastern and northern
parts, as into Asia, and into Germany and France ;
and now it behoved the Devil to take new measures
also.

Nor was he at all at a loss, for he knew his me-
thod presently, and that was to put on the face of
religion, rank in with the sanctified part of the
people, to wit, the clergy, and draw them into his
scheme, as he had done the pagan priests before.

Upon this he took up the tonsure, shaved himself